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[ The Lady of the Woods |

The birch tree, with {ts silvery white
vbark and lis dellcata green leaves,
i specially and wvary closely asgo-
wlated with mueh that Is romantic and
traditlonal In  the forest life of
LAmerlon.

The North American Indlan has
Jmade the blreh tree as famous in this
|eountry as the palin Is in Arahts. The
moral laws given In code by Lthe Great
"Epirlt after the flood, and committed
to the keeping of wise men among
the Indlan matlon, wera believed to
have been wrltten upon shests of birch
bark, Not only are many useful dg-
meatic vesscels and utenstls atlll fash-
doned out of the bark, but the light
and graceful Indlan canoa Is made
from it

The Blackfoot Indians account by a
legend for the bluck seanie and ridges
on tho white of the birch tree by
Biying that ones day, when the wise
Elder Brother of the tribe was golng
fiom camp to villagn, looking after
the welfare of his Uttle brothers, a
Ereat wingd suddenly came up and blew
%0 hard that the Elder Brather could
hot stand before it. He caught at the
weeds and bushes as he flew along,
but they =il give way hefors the
strength of the wind. At lsst he
grasped o young birch tree, and
although It Lent to the wind, It held
fast. Elder Drother was blown this
dnd that, and ralled over and
tumbled down, but the tree held firm.
Al lenglh the wind gubalded, and
FElder Brother was ahlo to procesd on
his way; but hefore he left he gaid:
“This is & heautiful tree, It has saved
me from being blown to pleces. 1 will
Put my mark upsn It So he cut chars
gcters In‘the smooth light bark with
his stone knife, telling the story of
how the hirch tree zaved the life of
Elder Brother.

|___The Other Side |

Under this titls a story is told by
Anna Burnham Bryant that carrles a
good lesson. This ls the atory:

"There's another alde,” sald ths mine
lster's wife softly. -

How do you know?' asked tha vlg-
ltor Who had told the discreditable |
little tales ntriatly in conndence, as
ghe herself had learned It {n the bosom
of the Waedneaday afternoon sewing
elrele.  The minlster's wife had not
been present, and It was only righy
about this family of newcomers in the
parish. “Some things had coma to
tho ears of the sewing circlas that
were not—waell, not exactly .

“Theras another side," repeated thes
miniatar'as wife, not so softly this time.
In fact, thera was a noticeabla little
ring of indignation In her tone, which
died out In a sort of wonderlng pity -
a8 she notleed the challenging look of
her caller, “Yoau're glad there's an-
other &lde, aren’'t you? Why, of
course, you are. And, you see, I know
all about it."

‘Tou we'en't at the meating,” sald
the other stily., “If you had beemn,
you —"

“¥o, I was thers—at the house. And
I maw—I saw—oh! Mrs Babbit, If you
could have seen what I saw,"

"l saw, too, With my own eyes. That
daughter of theirs 1z an oplum —"

“She len't their daughter—not any
relation; not even a friend ora friand's
daoughter, Just a poor girl who had
been elck so long and suftevad an ter-
ribly that the doctors themselves had
made her a vietim of the oplum habit.
And they have undertaken to try to
cure her. They have given up thelr
home—thelr very lives—to do it. They
don't say @ word about 1t. I just found
It out with the help of the doctor.'

The visitor rose suddenly, almost
unceremonlousiy. For a momant the
hostees looked troubled and aghast.
Had she spoken too sharply, dlscour-
teously, even? Her mind fled back
over the Intervisw as she faltered:

Katherine M. Heals, writlng thls

“You are not golug yet? You, oh!
¥ou aren't ofiended at anything I've
and other facols In an exchange, has Faid ™
remembered a German folk-lore tale

abonut tho bireh, a romance with a
bLeraitiful yaung glrl an & herofne, The
Eirl's crucl mistress gave her o guan-
tity of wool to be spun into thread
‘&t the end of three daya.

The poor girl, who had never learned
to spin, despalred of accomplishing
her tuak, and, etraving lnto a wood,
kit down under A bireh bark tree to
weap.

Huddenly a woman clothed in pale
Ereen appeared, and inquired why the
malden wept. Tha waman proclalmed
(hrerself the spirtt of the bireh tres and
trald that ehe would help tha malden
Elie then took her hand and Lhey be-|
Enn to danee. For three days the two |
diunced from eunrlse to punset with-|
out any fatigie, stepping so lzhily |
that not aven & blade of grass wan
hent. At the end of the third day
they stopped, and ths woman, filling
‘the gFirl's pockets with birch leaves,
[vanizhed, When the girl reached hama
lehe found 1he wonal all spun and, in-
!6197“! of birch leaves, her parkets wers
full of gold plecss, whish enahled hep
ta ascape from her wicked mistrass

Among American poests, Longfellow,
Mn his "Mlawatha,” has sung the fame
of the birch tres, and Lowell has
writfan an ods tn it It has heen
transfarred to eanvars hy many gEreat
artists, and Dryden, Teannyson and
Eurns have Immortalized It in thelr
verse, It was the special tres af St
John the Beptist, and on the eve af
Et. John In Russia all the doors are
decnratad with birch boughs.

"Yes. I am golng. Offended? 17 1
am going round to s=e all our ladies,
every singla one of them!"

“And tell them?' The minister's
wifa held her breath for the answer.

“And tell them,” sald tha callar
Fathering her wraps about her, “that
benutitul other side."

“Oh!" breathed the minister's wita
gratefully, “and teil them, won't ¥ou,
that there always i5 another aids, al-
waye?  And it is our Christian busi-
ness to try and find (t."
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The Science of Slleunce. *

“You see,” sald an pld man, speak-
ing of o couple of neighbors who lived
in perfect harmony ln hils  vicindty,
“they'd agresd Dbesiween themselves
that whenever the husband came home
a Jttle contrary and out of temper,
he wore his hat on tha back of hia 77
head, and then ehe never sald a waord
1t she ecame in a litle cross and
crooked she threw her shawl over her
left shoulder, and then he never said
a worid,

Af It takes two to make a guarrel,
either the husband or the wife might
nften prevent one by stepping out of
the room at the nlek of time; by en-
deavoring (o divert attentlon and con-
tersation from the burning question:
in a word, by learning tu practice on
certaln  occasions  the  scienca  of
allenae.

Robert Burton tells of a waman,
who, hearing one of her “gossips'’

plaln of her husband's Impatiencs,
told her an excellent remedy for it
Ehe gave her a glags of water, which,
when he brawled, she should hold in
her month

She dld
Ereat sue

At the Cross Tonda.
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